If the manuscript is accepted for publication, the study becomes personal to a depth of uneasiness at times. To those authors whose multiple communications and interchanges carry the Editorial Team into almost a personal relationship with them, I offer our gratitude for the submission of your hard work to FAI, and regret very much that "an imperfect process" had to return some of these submissions to you.
To those authors who labored through three or four revisions, modifying and even restructuring major portions of their manuscripts to meet the standards of our Journal, we offer our gratitude. We hope our efforts improved the message of the submission and, to some extent great or small, the lives of our patients.
To our Assistant and Associate (reviewer) Editors, I will never forget your efforts to continually improve the quality of each issue. The Current Concepts and Surgical Strategies required great effort from the Assistant Editors in charge of these sections, as well as the efforts of the authors of each article found in those sections. Thank you! To the FAI Managerial Board and the Board of Directors of our Society, I express my heartfelt appreciation for your continued support and guidance. I am particularly indebted to the chair of the FAI Managerial Board, Walter Pedowitz, who gave generously of his time and wisdom. Walter is a gentleman, a scholar, a team player, and as self-less as anyone I know. He is truly committed to our little world of Greer's tireless editorial staff (from left): Linda Jones, Kay Daugherty, and Shawn Maxey. (Not pictured: Joan Crowson)
Greer plans on spending much more time playing in the rain with Carol and his granddaughter, Edens.
EDITORIAL: THOUGHTS
Foot & Ankle International/Vol. 28, No. 12/December 2007 Orthopedics -The Foot and Ankle. I wish to thank Hap Lutter, our previous Editor, who mentored me for many years, allowing me to read innumerable manuscripts, offering sage advice, and giving sufficient reins to increase the pace without stumbling too severely. The Foot and Ankle subspecialty came alive through this reading.
To serve as Editor of FAI has been a unique privilege, while fully realizing that many of our members could have done as good a job, if not better. I will always cherish this opportunity and never take it for granted. The Editorial Teams' hope is that the Journal is, at least, a little stronger from our efforts.
David Thordarson is supremely qualified to assume the editorship of FAI. His contribution to the literature, his presentations at prestigious meetings, as well as his energy and creativity bode well for the Journal. Several excellent candidates were considered for the Editorship, all of whom would have done a fine job. This speaks well of our subspecialty. David will carry FAI onward and upward.
To Kay Daugherty, Linda Jones, Joan Crowson, and
Shawn Maxey here at the Campbell Foundation, thank you for your untold hours given to FAI; and to Cindy Lee Floyd and Tricia Lige, as well as the entire team at Data Trace Publishing, I will always be grateful. To have a pleasant, informed, and always present voice on the publication side of the journal production is a rare gift. Cindy Lee, thank you! To the Campbell Clinic staff and Jim Beaty, our Chief of Staff, who gave me an allotted time to serve as Editor of FAI, I am grateful. No one could have better partners.
Finally, at the risk of being pedantic, may I ask that all of our Readers, whom this Journal serves, when they read a paper in FAI, to reflect a moment on the sacrifice of the Peer Review volunteers and of the many Authors who are practicing just like you and to focus on the strength of the message as well as the parts of the message that could be improved. After all, are we not all in this extraordinary field of endeavor together? E. Greer Richardson, M.D.
